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Lesson Overview

Last week, we learned why it's important to go to church. Well, today, we're
going to learn about the very first church ever! It was a really long time ago
and we learn about it in the book of Acts in the New Testament. The first
church was born after Jesus came and died for our sins and rose again on
Easter. Before Jesus left, he told his followers that they needed to go and tell
everyone about him. So, one day, Peter stood up in front of a crowd and
started telling people about Jesus. Now, many people in the crowd new that
Peter was a fisherman yet he was acting more like a pastor giving a sermon!
But, Peter’s message was capturing their attention and they were curious
about Jesus. That day, thousands of people decided to follow Jesus and the
first church was born! They would all gather together to learn about Jesus,
pray, and even eat meals together. They were like one big family. And, guess
what? We can all be a part of God's Church when we put our trust in Jesus.

Classroom Agenda

1. (5 min) PLAY: Let kids start working on Activity Page #1.

LEADER’S GUIDE

Big Idea
Everyone who believes in Jesus
is a part of his Church.

Key Question

What do we have to do to trust
in Jesus?

Memory Verse

Acts 4:32 "All the believers
were united in heart and mind.”

2. (5 min) WARM UP: Share your birth story. (Where were you born, how big were you, hair, eye color) (Tip: It's
fun to hear stories of what we looked like when we were born. Today, we'll learn how the church was born.)

3. (5 min) PREVIEW: Write out the Big Idea, Memory Verse, and Key Question on a whiteboard. Have the kids

copy it down on Activity Page #1 (if applicable).

4. (20 min) LARGE GROUP: Gather for songs and videos with other kids. Then return to class to finish this guide.

5. (2 min) RECAP: Read the Lesson Overview (see above).

6. (3 min) KQ: Answer the Key Question. (Answer: Tell Jesus that we're sorry for our sins and invite him into our
hearts. (The Bible says that we all have a sin problem. That means that we all want to do things are own way

instead of God's way. But, Jesus came to fix that problem by dying on the cross to pay for our sins. That means,

with his help, we can say “No” to sin and “Yes” to obeying God. So, we need to ask Jesus for forgiveness and

invite him into our hearts so he can help us to honor him.)

Bonus Questions: What is sin? What do we have to do to believe in Jesus? 4-5th: What are some things you

can do to remember what Jesus has done for you? What can you do to honor God with your life?

7. (5 min) EXPLORE: Read Romans 10:9-10. What do we need to believe about Jesus to be saved? How does
he make us right with God? (Answer: We have to understand that Jesus is God. He is perfect and all powerful

and that's why he could pay for our sins. Our job is to put our trust in him, and when we do, our sins are forgiven.
From that day on, the Bible says we will live a new life in him. And, we'll get to live in heaven with him some day.)

(10 min) PLAY: Choose a group activity from Activity Page #2.

(5 min) CLOSE: Share prayer requests and pray as a class. Encourage kids to use the Family Guide at home with
their parents - and remind them to go online to pursueGOD.org/kids to find this week’s lesson video.


http://www.pursuegod.org/the-book-of-acts-for-kids-1-the-church-is-born/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+10%3A9-10&version=NLT
http://www.pursuegod.org/the-book-of-acts-for-kids-1-the-church-is-born/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+10%3A9-10&version=NLT

ACTIVITY PAGE #2

Teacher instructions: Choose an activity for your classroom.

OPTION T: THE CHURCH IS BORN MATCHING GAME

Instructions:
Divide the class up into groups of 4. Give each group a set of Matching cards (page 5-6).

Have them place the cards face down on the floor. Have the groups play like a game of concentration where
one kid starts by flipping over two cards. If they find a match, they get to keep those cards and try again. If not,
they flip the cards back over and the next kid gets a chance to find a match.

Continue playing until all the matches are found. Kid with most cards, wins.

Supplies needed: Matching cards template (pg. 5-6, pre cut, 1 set per group)

OPTION 2: JESUS HEALS OUR HEART CRAFT

Instructions:
Give each kid a Heart template (page 7).
Have them cut out each item and color. Have them glue the bandaids onto their heart and place the Big Idea at
the bottom of the heart.
As they work, remind the kids that anyone can be a part of God's church by trusting in Jesus. When we trust
Jesus, we are in God's family and we are part of his Church.

Supplies needed: Heart template (pg. 7, 1 per kid), Scissors, Crayons, Glue



FAMILY GUIDE

BIBLE STORYLINE

The Church Is Born
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Memory Verse
Acts 4:32 All the believers were united in heart and mind.
In this lesson we are going to learn all about how the Christian church started!

His Disciples to Tell the World About God

After Jesus died on the cross and rose again he came to the disciples to tell them something
very important. He told them that they needed to go tell everyone about him. Jesus wanted
everyone to be able to spend eternity in heaven with him someday. And the disciples listened!
All of them left to tell people about Jesus.

Jesus

Peter's First ________ Surprised Everyone

Almost everyone knew that Peter was just a regular old fisherman. So, they were really
surprised to hear him preach a sermon. Jesus can use you just like he used Peter.

TheEarly_______ Grew______ Than Anyone Expected

On the day that Peter gave his first sermon, 3,000 people became Christians!That was
probably such an exciting place to be.

| Acts 4:32 All the believers were united in heart and mind,

All of the believers back then became really close to God and really close to each other, They
were like one big family. This is how the first church was born.

EveryoneWho____ inJesuslisPartofHis .

We said church with a capital *C” because we aren’t just talking about the church you go to.
We are talking about God's church, which is every Christian in the whole wide world!

Answers: sent, sermon, church, faster, believes, Church Parent Signature:

Questions:

What was your favorite part of the video? What is one thing you learned from the
video?

Share your birth story. (Where were you born, how big were you, hair, eye color)

What did Jesus tell his disciples to do? What message did Jesus want them to share?
What does Church mean with a capital “C"?

Read Romans 10:9-10. What do we need to believe about Jesus to be saved? How does
he make us right with God?

How will you apply this lesson to your life this week?
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http://www.pursuegod.org/the-book-of-acts-for-kids-1-the-church-is-born/
http://www.pursuegod.org/the-book-of-acts-for-kids-1-the-church-is-born/

ACTIVITY PAGE #1
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